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What is the FAFSA?

Free Application for Federal Student Aid, complete it on fafsa.gov

o It will take about an hour to complete

e 26-27 form will open on October 1, 2025
o It opened a month early for user testing

e The FAFSA does two main things:
o Determines eligibility for federal financial aid
o Provides states and colleges with the information they may use to distribute

2026-27 FAFSA® Form Now Available!

their financial aid funds
@ For more information
Use the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form to

é
apply for financial aid for college, career school, or graduate school. ’ . ® about the chan ges to the
Start a 2026-27 Edit a 2026-27 Accept an Invitation for a - FAFSA form’ CheCk OUt
FAFSA® Form FAFSA® Form 2026-27 FAFSA® Form A il th | S V| d eo

Start New Form ‘ Edit Existing Forms ’ [ Accept an Invitation l form



http://fafsa.gov
https://vimeo.com/user135317519/simplifiedfafsa?share=copy

Who should complete
the FAFSA? ¥

e Eligible students should complete the FAFSA
o US citizens or nationals

o Eligible noncitizens

o Students from freely associated states

e Undocumented students are not eligible for federal aid
(this includes DACA students)

o State and institutional aid may be available

o Check with your state and intended schools to see if
you should complete the FAFSA or a separate form



https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements/non-us-citizens
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/states/

State Financial Aid & Alternative

Forms

- o

Massachusetts

MAFSA (Massachusetts
Application for State
Financial Aid)

California New York
California Dream Act New York State DREAM
Application Act Application

National Immigration Law Center’s Toolkit on
@ Access to Postsecondary Education
"' Big Future’s 6 Things Undocumented Students

Need to Know About College



https://www.mass.edu/tuitionequity/home.asp
https://nysdream.applyists.net/Account/LogOn?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://nysdream.applyists.net/Account/LogOn?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
https://www.nilc.org/issues/education/eduaccesstoolkit2a/#tables
https://www.nilc.org/issues/education/eduaccesstoolkit2a/#tables
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/own-your-future/6-things-undocumented-students-need-to-know-about-college
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/own-your-future/6-things-undocumented-students-need-to-know-about-college

Steps
to Take
Before
Starting




Whatis a
StudentAid.gov
Account (FSA ID)?

e Username and password that serves as your
legal signature

o All “contributors” need an FSA ID

m Dependent students and at least one
parent

m Independent students and their
spouse (if applicable)

e Your verified FSA ID is REQUIRED to be able to
complete the FAFSA

Create an Account

Whether you're a student, parent, or borrower, you'll need to create
your own account to manage the federal student aid process

Get Started

Already have an account? Log In

What You Can Do With Your Account

+ Fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA™)
form

+ Complete online forms and tools like loan counseling

+ Manage your student loans

What You'll Need
+ Social Security number (il applicable) [N

+ Your own email address



http://studentaid.gov

Creatingan FSAID

To create an FSA ID go to studentaid.gov and click on “Create
Account” ,

B An official website of the United States government.

Logn | Create Account Q

Feqera I stUdgntAlq FAFSA® Form v Loans and Grants v Loan Repayment v Loan Forgiveness v

For help making your FSA

ID, check out uAspire’s handout : : SOPULAR TOPICS

(i N E N g“ S h , S D an is h . C a D e QRFISyAfOF:)rArIr? USI ng the Learn About Public Service Loan Forgiveness >

Ve rd ean , C h i N ese’ H aiti an Learn About Student Loan Debt Relief >
Prepare for Loan Payments To Restart >

Creole, and Portuguese) LeamAboutAppuymgfomw W s

Complete a Master Promissory Note (MPN) >

Starting this year, most accounts will be verified
instantly. If real-time identity verification is not
successful, it can take 1-3 days to verify


http://uaspire.org/FSAID
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(spanish)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(cape-verdean)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(cape-verdean)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(simplified-chinese)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(haitian-creole)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(haitian-creole)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(portuguese)

What do you need to create an FSA ID?

With an SSN Without an SSN (for parents)
e Social security number e Address

e Full legal name e Full legal name

e Date of birth e Date of birth

e Personal email address e Personal email address

@ For help making your FSA ID, check out uAspire’s
handout (in English, Spanish, Cape Verdean, Chinese,
Haitian Creole, and Portuguese)



http://uaspire.org/FSAID
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(spanish)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(cape-verdean)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(simplified-chinese)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(haitian-creole)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(portuguese)

uAspire’s FAFSA Checklist

Use this checklist to stay organized while completing
the FAFSA:

u-aspire

FAFSA CHECKLIST

Follow these steps to fill out the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) each year to apply for most types of financial aid.

To see our translated
Determine if you are an independent or dependent student checklists, check out our

Independent: only report information about yourself and not your parent(s) resource p age h ere

Dependent: report information about yourself and your parent(s) — most common



https://www.uaspire.org/resources/financial-aid-resources



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Fqkbm_098BkC_j23scdX39UI8kpYiHQu/preview

FAFSA
Completion
Overview



O

Please Note:

For this walkthrough we will be
sharing the pathway a dependent
student will see when starting and
filling out the FAFSA




Starting the FAFSA

Select Student or FAFSA 5.,

Parent 'v'

Selecting the right role
determines what

questions you will see O Student ® O Parent &
on the FAFSA

Welcome, Raya,

to the FAFSA® Form 4 W '

| am starting the FAFSA form as a

Did you receive an invitation code?
Enter Code




Understanding the FAFSA

Form
4wWhat is the FAFSA 1of4

What is the FAFSA® form?
form?

Use the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form to
apply for grants, scholarships, work-study funds, and loans for

CO ntributo rs on the college or graduate school.
FAFSA |

s \EAESA® Oyvenview,
["4what to expect . v
Y4After submitting the
FAFSA form




Student Identity
[
In . . . Student Identity Information
I n fo r m at I O n ( I f Review the information below and verify that it's correct before moving forward.

necessary)

o You can update permanent mailing
address directly on the FAFSA form,

Mobile Phone Number
(555) 555-5555

but to update any other student g i i bl
identity information you will need remamn g i
. : 123 Sesame Street ‘
go to Account Settings |
e State of Legal Residence |
o May be used to determine eligibility oy

for state aid and in-state tuition




ConsentontheFAFSA = 4.

e Consent is required by ALL
contributors to be eligible for
federal financial aid.

o Allows the IRS to share your
federal tax information with the
FAFSA in order to calculate your
eligibility for federal aid

o Consent will likely decrease the
amount of tax information you
must enter manually

Summary

Your consent and approval are needed to retrieve and disclose federal tax information. With
your consent and approval, we can obtain tax return information automatically from the IRS to
help you complete the FAFSA® form. If you don’t provide consent and approval, you will not be

eligible for federal student aid, including grants and loans. You must provide consent and
approval even if you didn’t file a U.S. federal tax return or any tax return.

- Get your 2024 tax return information for the ->» Tax return information is required to complete the
2026-27 FAFSA form. FAFSA form.

-> Federal tax information is used to determine your
eligibility for federal student aid.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who should provide consent and approval? ©

If 'm married and didn't file a joint tax return with my current spouse, does my spouse have &
to provide consent and approval for you to access their tax information?

What happens after | provide consent and approval? ©
What happens if | decline consent and approval? ©
Select “Approve” to consent to using your tax information to determine your eligibility for fed udent
aid. If you select “Decline,” you will not be eligi orfederam ™,




Importing Information

After selecting “approve”,
the IRS will import your

information into your We're securely importing your information.
F A F S A a p p |.| ca t| on Do not leave this page while yo:;;zic;rtzg:tion is being imported into your

AT TR
Loading..

1 o Success!

‘ We have confirmed your information with the IRS, but you may have to answer
additional questions in the Finances section. Select "Continue" to proceed.




Personal
Circumstances



Student Personal Circumstances

e This section helps determine your dependency status

o If none of the circumstances apply, you will be considered
dependent, which means you will be required to invite at least
one parent to provide information on your FAFSA form

e College can and will ask for proof!

®
FAFSA 2026-27 % Sudent RayaTan

Your Personal Circumstances ;‘

for federal student aid. This information can affect the types of
federal student aid you're eligible to receive.

¢
-> Sometimes we need to collect information from other people depending < , - j’\

on answers in this section. We'll let you know if this is the case.

We'll ask you questions that help us determine your eligibility \




Dependent vs. Independent

What would typically make a student
Independent on the FAFSA?

Take a guess!

A student is 18 years old

Correct Answer: Dependent - students must be 24
years old to be independent

A student has a legal guardian

Correct Answer: Independent - students with legal
guardians who are not their biological or adoptive
parents are independent

The parents do not live with the student

Correct Answer: Dependent - For students under 24,
parents must be reported even if they don’t live with
the student




Student is independent if one of the

following is true:

Will be 24 by January 1st of
award year

Are married

Are working on a master’s
or doctorate

Serve in the U.S. armed
forces or are a veteran

Since age 13 - had no living
parent, were in foster care,
or were a ward of the court

Have a court-ordered legal
guardian

Have children or other
people who live with them
and receive over half their

support from the student

Are an emancipated minor

Are an unaccompanied
youth who is homeless




Student College / Career Plans

Explains where you are in your SN P —
college/career —o— o o o °

Personal Circums tances Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

Student College or Career School Plans

o I f yo U h ave n O t att e n d e d When the student begins the 2026-27 school year, what will their college grade level be?
college before, you will be c

a first year (freshman) | sentyr oo |
E

) First year (freshman) ’

Other undergraduate (junior and beyond) ‘

student and will not yet
have a bachelor’s degree ot ot r gt ot

Ph.D, EdD, etc)

When the student begins the 2026-27 school year, will they already have their first bachelor’s

degree?

B O




Student Unusual Circumstances

Unusual circumstances can include
situations in which you are unable
to contact your parents due to any
of the reasons listed.

If you select “Yes” you will:

e Be provisionally independent

e See your provisional eligibility

e Need to provide documentation
to your college(s)

—— © © (4] ©

Personal Circumstances Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

Student Unusual Circumstances

This information will help us evaluate the student’s ability to pay for school

Do unusual circumstances prevent the student from contacting their parents or would contacting
their parents pose a risk to the student?

A student may be experiencing unusual circumstances if they
* left home due to an abusive or threatening environment;
* are abandoned by or estranged from their parents;
* have refugee or asylee status and are separated from their parents, or their parents are displaced in
a foreign country;
are a victim of human trafficking;
* areincarcerated, or their parents are incarcerated, and contact with the parents would pose a risk
to the student; or
* are otherwise unable to contact or locate their parents.

If the student’s circumstances resulted in not having a safe and stable place to live, they may be
considered a homeless youth and should review the answer to the previous question about being
unaccompanied and homeless.

O Yes ‘ { () No




Dependency Status

Here you will see your
dependency status

If you are considered
dependent but your
parents are unwilling to
complete their section,
you can opt out of

Your Dependency Status

Dependent Student

Based on your answers, you're a dependent student. This means you must provide
parent information on your FAFSA® form. This information helps determine how much
federal student aid you're eligible to receive.

Direct Unsubsidized Loan Only

Are the student’s parents refusing to provide their information on this FAFSA® form?

This response must be “No” for the student to be considered for Federal Pell Grant eligibility and most
other types of federal student aid.

O Yes H@No

including parent
information and apply for
a direct unsubsidized loan
only




Dependency Override

While completing the FAFSA, if you are required to include
parent information but are unable to get it for a reason
other than what is listed on the FAFSA, you can start a
dependency appeal process, also called dependency
override.

e If you have been granted a dependency override in the
past, you will not need to resubmit an appeal at your
college!

Reach out to your college for more information about this
process.


https://formswift.com/parental-income-exclusion-request-letter

Demographics



Student Demographic Information

The first two demographic
questions are asked for
research purposes, and do
not affect eligibility for
federal student aid

For race and ethnicity, you
may select “Prefer not to
answer” if you’d rather not
report this information

Student Race and Ethnicity

Questions Used for Research Purposes Only and Do Not Affect Federal Student Aid Eligibility

Your answers will not
o affect the student’s eligibility for federal student aid,
* be used in any aid calculations, or
* be shared with the schools to which the student applies.

What is the student’s race and/or ethnicity?

Select all that apply and enter additional details in the spaces below.

|| American Indian or Alaska Native

| Asian

Black or African American

| Hispanic or Latino

| Middle Eastern or North African

| Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander




Student Citizenship Status

e US citizens/nationals and
eligible noncitizens

o Eligible noncitizens need
their A#

e Undocumented students can’t
complete the FAFSA, but state
or institutional aid may be
available

o DACA students are not
eligible for federal aid

Student Citizenship Status

() US. citizen or national

O Eligible noncitizen

() Neither US. citizen nor eligible noncitizen



https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements/non-us-citizens

Student High School Information

. h il Student High School Completion Status
H ere Is where y ou wi re p O rt y our What will the student's high school completion status be at the beginning of the 2026-27

high school completion status ki

() High school diploma

e For “high school diploma” you
. . . QO S:aterecog:izgdcgish school equivalent
will need to include the high & e
SChOOl, you graduated from () Homeschooled

(") None of the above

e If you can’t find your high
school listed on the FAFSA you
can manually enter it

Student High School Information

From what high school did or will the student graduate?

State




Student
Finances




What will you see
after consenting?

After consenting on the FAFSA, most of the tax and

income questions will be answered automatically and
you will not see them

e You will need to manually enter your tax
information in certain circumstances

e If you did not file U.S. taxes, you will need to say
why

Each page has help text that can help you find any
information you need to report on the FAFSA




Manually Entering Tax Info

There are some circumstances that may require tax and/or financial
information to be typed manually by the student or contributor. These
circumstances include:

e |f the student or contributor filed taxes using an ITIN.

e |If the student or contributor’s tax filing status does not match their
marital status

Adjusted Gross Income Use help text to locate
IRS Form 1040 (or 1040-NR): Line 11 financial information from

your tax forms if manual
$ .00 entry is required




Student Tax
Return
Information

If you consent to having
your tax information
shared with the FAFSA
and you filed a tax return,
you will see very few tax
questions

Student 2024 Tax Return Information

Refer to the student’s 2024 tax return to answer the following questions.

If the answer is zero or the question does not apply, enter 0.

IRA Rollover Into Another IRA or Qualified Plan

L] £l

Pension Rollover Into an IRA or Other Qualified Plan

] 0

Amount of College Grants, Scholarships, or AmeriCorps Benefits Reported as Income to the IRS

Students typically answer this question with a zero because most scholarships and grants, including
Federal Pell Grants, are not considered taxable income. If the student is married, include the amount their
spouse reported. If the response is other than zero, the amount is typically not the same as the amount
reported on IRS Form 1098-T (Box 5) or the adjusted gross income reported on the tax return.

] 0]

Foreign Earned Income Exclusion

IRS Form 1040 Schedule 1: Line 8d

L] =




Student Assets

Student Assets
e Report your asset
Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts

Valu eS aS Of the day Don't include student financial aid.
you are filling out the B 3
FAFSA

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate

(@) We W | l,l, d |Ve gol:t't incll:jde thg homhe the student lives in. Net worth is the value of the investments minus any
ebts owed against them.
deeper into assets = [
when we talk
a b out t h e p arent Current Net Worth of Businesses and Investment Farms
Enter the net worth of the student's businesses or for-profit agricultural operations. Net worth
s e C ti O n l at e r is the value of the businesses or farms minus any debts owed against them.

] =




Colleges




Listing Your Colleges

Two ways to add
Where should we send the FAFSA® information?

Add at least one college or career school now.

e By school name

° B y SC hool code You can add or remove schools before and after submitting your form.

You can add up to 20 schools. List any schools you're considering, even if you're not certain yow'll apply
to them. Find tips for searching for colleges or career schools.

Can add up to 20 schools
at a tlme 1 O out of 20 schools selected

e If need to add colleges
to your list or apply to
more than 20 you can State

Search by State  Enter School Code

make updates after
the FAFSA processes



Questions
o

a




O

Please Note:

A contributor can be a parent or a
spouse, The contributor will need to
create their own separate FSA ID to

complete and sign the FAFSA.

Otherwise, the student will not be

eligible for federal aid.



Who is my Parent on the FAFSA?

@

Are your parents
married to
each other and file
taxes together?

s,
P A

One parent needs
a FSAID to
complete the
contributor section

K —

&

Do your parents

live together and Which parent provided
file taxes —_— — Mmore financial support in
separately? the last 12 months?*

' !
Is this parent remarried?

VAR v OB

BOTH parents need

FSA IDs to complete

: Do they file l R
separate contributor taxes together?
sections

Report ONLY
T KX &S0 | (1) this parents

| information

*If equal, report the parent with the greater income and assets.



Who needs to create an FSA ID and sign
the FAFSA?

Take a guess!

A dependent student’s parents are married to each
other and file taxes jointly.

Correct Answer: Only one parent needs to create an
FSA ID and sign the FAFSA

A dependent student lives with mom, who
remarried and her spouse files taxes separately

Correct Answer:Both mom and stepdad will need to
create FSA IDs and sign the FAFSA.

An independent student is married and their
spouse did not file any taxes in 2024.

Correct Answer: Spouse will need to create an FSA
ID and sign the FAFSA.




Inviting your Parent

. . . Invite Your Parent to This FAFSA® Form
e You will need to provide an email
To determine your federal student aid eligibility, we need more information on your household

a ddre SS for one Of your pare nts to financial situation. You'll need to invifeaconhibutorto provide'this information. .
As Z’::pendellt student, you need to invite a legal parent as a contributor. You only need to invite one
receive their invitation -
e This does not need to be the
same email your parent used to
create their FSA ID .
e Your parent will be sent a unique | o

code

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA form?

22, Parent

Invite a Parent Contributor

-

==y Married students may be
asked to invite their spouse
using this same process



Take a Moment To Review Before Signing
”
[ ] Expand the sections below to review and edit the information you've ®
R ev. ew entered before you sign your portion of the form. @ %

Student Sections Expand All v
e You should review il s W ©
yo u r a n Swe rs a n d ° Is“e:::onr:al Circumstances ©
make edits here |
o f)e:::;gzraphics ©
e You can also review §
. ° Fi:;rc?als ©
your contributors to
see who has been O Coleges ©
invited and review o o
the status of the Contributor Section
invite
@ This Section Is Shared With One Contributor [# Manage Contributor Informa
Contributor(s) Role Invite Code Status
) &2 sample@email.com Parent 7BRAUTT -




Finishing the Student Section

If all contributors have
completed their section you will
be able to sign & submit

If you are waiting for additional
contributors to complete their

section, you can sign the form

but can’t submit it

Sign and Complete Your Section

Summary

This page confi thatyou the terms and itions of the FAFSA® form and filled
out the form accurately to the best of your ability.

The FAFSA form is a legal document you will electronically sign with your account username
and password (FSA ID). Because your FSA ID is associated with your personal information, do
not share it with anyone.

By signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, YOU, THE STUDENT, certify that you

* will use federal and/or state student financial aid only to pay the cost of attending an institution
of higher education,

are not in default on a federal student loan or have made satisfactory arrangements to repay it,

do not owe money back on a federal student grant or have made satisfactory arrangements to
repayit,

‘will notify your school if you default on a federal student loan, and

* will not receive a Federal Pell Grant from more than one school for the same period of time.

By signing this application electronically using your account username and password, you certify that
all of the information you provided is true and complete to the best of your knowledge and you agree,
if asked. to provide

* information that will verify the accuracy of your completed form, and

* U.S. or foreign income tax forms that you filed or are required to file.

You also certify that you understand that the secretary of education has the authority to verify
information reported on your application.

If you sign this application or any document related to the federal student aid programs electronically
using a username and password, and/or any other credential, you certify that you are the person

by the and p: and/or any other credential and have not disclosed that
username and password, and/or any other credential to anyone else. If you purposefully give false or
misleading information, including applying as an independent student without meeting the unusual
circumstances required to qualify for such a status. you may be subject to criminal penalties under 20
U.S.C. 1097, which may include a fine up to $20,000, imprisonment, or both.

Sign Your FAFSA Form

| I, Raya Tran, agree to the terms outlined above.




Parent Contributor Status

contributors to complete . gf

their section you should: |
a% Parent Contributor

e Remind them and help

Requirements for Dependent Students

t h em gat h er t h e Your FAFSA® form can’t be submitted until your contributor(s) fill out
. . their section of the form and sign it. The last contributor to sign will
N fO rm at| on t h ey nee d be able to submit the form for processing.

Contributor Role Invite Code Status

&% emily@gmail.com Parent 7BRAUTT Invite Sent

& Manage Invitations




Contributor




What to Expect

You will see 3 sections
o Demographics
o Financials

o Signature

We will focus on the financial section, since this is where the
major differences are

For independent students, you will see the family size and
number in college questions

© © ©

Demographics Financials Signature




Ways Contributors Can Log In

Email Invitation

Complete Your Section of
Raya’s FAFSA Form

Alcina,

Raya T. started their Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and added you as
a contributor. Raya won't be eligible for federal student aid without your input.

Login or create an account on StudentAid.gov:

Accept Invitation

Provide this code when promypted:
\_/

Directly on FAFSA.gov

Fe d era | stud ent Aid FAFSA + Loans & Grants v Repayment + Loan Forgiveness

2026-27 FAFSA® Form Now Available!

Use the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form to
apply for financial aid for college, career school, or graduate school.

\\,

Start a 2026-27 Edit a 2026-2
FAFSA® Form FAFSA® Form

Start New Form [ Edit Existing Forr\ ]

Need the 2025-26 FAFSA Form?

Accept an Invitation for a
2026-27 FAFSA® Form

l Accept an Invitation

Start New Form Edit Existing Forms or Accept an Invitation




Federal Benefits
Received

e Select which federal benefits
you received in 2024 or 2025

e |f you did not receive any of
the benefits listed, select
“none of these apply”

e Keep in mind that some state
health insurance programs
are Medicaid (eg. MassHealth,
MedCal)

Earned Income Credit (EIC)

Federal Housing Assistance

Free or Reduced Price School Lunch

Medicaid

Refundable Credit for Coverage Under a
Qualified Health Plan (QHP) or Health

Insurance Subsidy

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP)

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF)

Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

None of these apply.




Family Size

The FAFSA uses the number
individuals claimed on federal
taxes as the assumed family size.
If the family size is different from
the tax return, there is the option
to provide it on the FAFSA

Family Size

Is the parent’s family size different from the number of individuals claimed on their 2024 tax
return?

Family size includes the parent, their spouse, children, and other dependents in the home. Dependents are
people who live with the parent and will receive more than half of their support from them between July
1, 2026, and June 30, 2027. This includes dependent children even if they live apart because of enrollment
at a college or career school. Examples of family size changing include the birth of a child and a child
independently supporting themselves such that they are no longer a dependent.

® Yes ’ ‘ ) No

Based on answers to previous questions, we've made some assumptions about the parent’s family. The
student and the student’s parent (and parent’s spouse, if married) are always included in the family size.
The box below shows the parent’s family size based on our assumptions and the number of children or
other dependents you report.

m The parent’s family size is 3.

Parent 1  Parent Spouse or Partner: 1 ~ Student 1  Parent’s Children and Other Dependents: O

Enter the number of children or other dependents who live with the parent and will receive more
than half of their support from the parent between July 1, 2026 and June 30, 2027.

Do not include the student applicant.

]




Family Size
(Contd.)

The FAFSA will not share with you
the number of dependents it pulls
from your tax form but you can
check on your 1040 to see if your
current family size is different

e If you are not able to check
your 1040 and think it may be

different from who you claimed

in 2024, you should update
family size on the FAFSA

E ofthe T Servce
91 040 U.S. Individual Income Tax Retum |2@24

For th year Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 2004, ¢ other tax year beginning . 2004, ending .20 | Seo saparate instructions.

OMB No. 15450074 |  # Use Oriy— Do not wrile or staphe in fhis space.

[ Your M‘Mam ;nuaumu Lm mmn“ .Vo\' ln;:luMMnW
|
If joint retum, spouse’s fiest name and middle initial Last rame | Spouse’s sodial security number
|
Home adaress (numbar and stroed. If you have a P.O. box. 500 instructicns. Agt. no. | Presidential Election Campaign
lcmckhm # you, or your
City, town, or poat ofice. If you have a foreign acdress, also complite Spaces balow. Swane 2IF code s m':l:"? ‘:'"’ mg”
— - - - - - -l - j box below wil not change
Foreign country name Foraign peovincavstata/county Foragn pnsl.i cede | ywux r refund.
Vou w

Filing Status || Singie [ Head of househoid (HOH)

Check only [) Married fiing jointly {even # only ane had income) N

ane box. (] Married fiing separately (MFS) 0 Qualdyng surviving spouse (GSS)

If you checked the MFS box, enter the name of your spouse. If you checked the HOH or QSS box, enter the chid's name # the

qualfying person is a child but not your dependent:

Ox treating a nonresident alien or dua-status afien spouse as a U.S. resident for the entire tax year, check the box and enter
their name {see instructions and attach statement if required): &

Digital A any time duning 2024, did you: {a) receive (35 4 reward, award, or payment for property or services); or (b) sell, i
Assets or dispose of a digital asset {or a financial interest in a digital asset)? (See instructions.) [ Yes [ No
smndgm Someone canclaim: || Youasadependsnt | | Your spouse as a dependent

[ ] Spouss iternizes on a retun or you were 3 dual-status alien

=

Dépenm (see ins&uc!iof&\: 2) Social securty 3) Relationship | 4) Chack tha bax if quaities for sae instructions):
[ﬂthll\ﬁrM 3 Last name number foyou Chid tax crodt Cradi for oy dependares

i more
than four

see nstructions
and check o

—

Income 12 Total amount from Formiz) W-2, box 1 {see instructions) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1a




Number in

Number in College

co llege Out of the 3 people in the parent’s family, how many will be in college between July 1, 2026, and
June 30, 2027?

Never include the student’s parent(s). Always include the student applicant. Also include the parent’s
other children or dependents if they will also be in college during this time.

1

Here you will report the number of people in your
family who will be in college for the school year

e Do not include any parents who are in college

e Number in college no longer affects federal
financial aid eligibility, but some colleges will
use it to determine institutional aid

If you believe that the
number in college will
significantly affect
your ability to pay for
college, you should
submit an appeal



http://uaspire.org/appeals

Parent Assets

Child support received

o Report the total amount received
in the last complete calendar
year

Cash, Savings, and Checking
o Report the value as of today

Large businesses, farms, and
investments

o Report the net worth as of today

i

Annual Child Support Received

Enter the total amount of child support the parent received for the last complete calendar year.

Parent Assets

Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts

Don't include student aid.

O o 31

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate

Don't include the home the parent lives in. Net worth is the value of the investments minus any debts
owed against them.

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Investment Farms

Enter the net worth of the parent's businesses and for-profit agricultural operations. Net worth is the
value of the businesses and farms minus any debts owed against them.

[+ =

Previous




Investments: A Closer Look

What must be reported

Real estate

Rental property

Trust funds

Uniform Gifts to Minors Act (UGMA)
& Uniform Transfer to Minors Act
(UTMA) Account

Money market funds

Mutual funds

Certificates of deposit (CD’s)
Stocks

Stock options

Bonds

Securities

Commodities

529 accounts owned by parent w/
student as beneficiary

What should not be reported

Home in which the
student/parent(s) lives

Life insurance policies
Retirement plans

UGMA and UTMA accounts for
which the student/parent are
the custodian, but not the
owner

529 accounts with a
beneficiary other than the
student applicant



Other Spouse Invitation

If the other parent'’s
Information is needed, the
parent will invite them here.

e The FAFSA will not be
able to be submitted until
they complete their
section

& & © 0

Demographics Financials Contributor Invite Signature

Invite Your Spouse to This FAFSA” Form

To determine Raya's federal student aid eligibility, we need more information about their
household financial situation. You'll need to invite an additional contributor to provide this
information.

Because you are married, you need to invite your spouse as a contributor.

=2, Parent Spouse

Invite the Parent Spouse

Email

< Send Invite




Submitting and Completing the

FAFSA

Once the last contributor completes their

section they can sign and submit it

e The student will get an email
confirmation

o The FAFSA will usually process 1-3
days after it is submitted

e Student will then receive some
communication from schools about
verification, aid offers, etc.

Congratulations,

J
the FAFSA® Form Is Complete! \6/./

: g Raya Tran

VCompIetion Date

8/12/2025

As

What Happens Next

=

Email Sent

Confirm that the student received an email version of this page.

The Student Can Track the Status of Their Form

In one to three days, the student’s FAFSA form will be processed and made available to their
schools.

The Student Will Receive School Communications

We use the information collected on the student’s FAFSA form to calculate their Student Aid
Index (SAI). The SAI lets schools determine how much aid the student is eligible to receive.
Schools will reach out to the student if they need more information. They will also contact the
student with financial aid offers. Once received, the student can contact their financial aid
offices directly to ask questions about their student aid packages.




Steps to
Take After
the FAFSA




After the FAFSA Timeline

Agalyze & Compar

eview FAFSA
Submission

. Summary, Fix an .
Submit FAFSA Issues Aid offers
Opens Oct. 1st After FAFSA Spring

QP —

Vs
pens Oct. 1st

Submit CSS

Profile (if
required)

Kfter FAFSA

Verification &
nstitutional Form

uition Deposit Due

Communicate as needed with the financial aid departments of your colleges

find and apply for scholarships throughout the year



FAFSA@ 202627 FAFSA Submission Summary

FA F SA s b I i
Application Received Application Processed Data Release Number
u m I ss I o “ Student x Raya Tran

Sept. 4, 2025 Nov. 15th, 2025 1234

s u m m a ry Eligibility Overview FAFSA Form Answers School Information @ Next Steps

Eligibility Overview  FAFSA Form Answers School Information @ Next Steps

Estimated Federal Student Aid

e FAFSA Submission Summary
summarizes all student-reported e
info on FAFSA

Federal Pell Grants don’t need to be repaid.

Federal Direct Loans (D

A federal direct loan is money lent by the government to Unto $4,556
you that you must repay with interest.
. . . .
e Includes estimated financial aid —
You May Be Eligible

Federal Work-Study is a way for students to earn money

eligibility, Student Aid Index (SAl), mm——

Amounts shown here are only estimates of federal student aid based on full-time
enrollment and the average cost of attendance. Your school will determine how much

C O r r e Cti O n S t h at n e e d t O b e m a d e , student aid to offer you, which may include additional aid from your school or state.

Learn more about financial aid

add COl.l.eges, flags for Verification :Q:‘ Keep in mind, this is only an estimate

Always refer to your school’s financial aid offer for a final
determination of financial aid available.

. Your Student Aid Index (SAl)
C h ec k ou t —O ur vi d €0s on Your SAIis a number used by your school to determine your federal 35 @

. o student aid eligibility and to build your financial aid offer
how to retrieve and review the e
FAFSA Submission Summary

What does this mean?



https://www.uaspire.org/resources/financial-aid-resources#:~:text=ADDITIONAL%20RESOURCES-,Follow%20Up,-Review%20FAFSA%20Submission

A Bit More about SAI

e Student Aid Index (SAl) is a number e The main factors that contribute
that determines your eligibility for to a student’s SAI are:

: . . . o student income & student
certain types of financial aid.
assets

o Can be as low as -1500 o parent income & parent assets
o family size

e SAl is NOT an exact amount of e Colleges use SAl as a
money you may have to pay! Many measure of financial
families will need to pay more than need.

their SAI.



Verification & Other Forms

Colleges want to ensure that the

information reported on financial aid

applications is correct

Verification is a normal part of the
process!

Colleges may ask you to fill
out/submit:

o Verification worksheets
o Copies of tax returns
o Proof of citizenship/residency

Respond in a timely manner so that
you don’t miss out on financial aid

u-aspire
A guide to verification

Verification is a routine process colleges use to ensure the information reported on your
financial aid applications, such as the FAFSA, is accurate. It doesn't mean you did anything
wrong! The process involves submitting forms and documents to the financial aid office.

What to do now

Wait for the college to send you instructions for completing verification

. Keep an eye on your email, college portal, and mail - most colleges will send
verification requests this way

* Some private schools that require the CSS Profile may also require a type of
institutional verification called |DOC

Your financial aid funds won't go through until
you've completed the verification process.

Check out uAspire’s Guide to
Verification Handout



https://www.uaspire.org/Ver
https://www.uaspire.org/Ver

Next Steps

All contributors create FSA ID

Gather all materials using uAspire’s handout

Check in with your state and school to confirm your
FAFSA priority deadline

o Good rule of thumb: submit FAFSA asap
Start your FAFSA

All contributors submit their sections

Review FAFSA Submission Summary and complete
any required verification

~ | Complete other financial aid steps



http://uaspire.org/FSAID
http://uaspire.org/Checklist
http://uaspire.org/Ver

How to get follow-up
support after today’s
presentation



o,

&) u-aspire

fome / Rescurces / Financial Aid Resources

. INANCIAL AID RESOUR!
uAs p I re,s Reso u rce P age FFin::l wayEs ioc;:ay for college and

manage costs to stay on your
postsecondary path.

Check out uAspire’s resource page, a hub
of helpful resources like: Fozes ST e SR

e Videos walking you through parts of Get Started

Follow the steps below fo secure financial aid and make
informed choices of where 1o go fo college and how fo pay

t h e FA FSA for i1.:igzrschool students can also download Gur sanior
o Also check out our YouTube channel for

This checklist is available in Arabic, Cape Verdean, Haitiar
F

more VideOS and hel.prl resources Creole, Portuguese, Chinese, Spanish, and Vietnamese.
e Various checklists in many different Prepare

Make a College List (7

Create a college list that factors in affordability.

languages

The Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID is a username and password that

° Blog pOStS On finanCial. aid tOpiCS you need fo start the FAFSA. Use our guide to create your FSA ID.

The FSA ID How-to Guide is also available in Cape Verdean,
Chiness, Haifian Creole, Poriuguese, and Spar

A n d m O re! ADDITIONAL RESOURCES >

Apply

Submit the FAFSA (&

Follow these steps to fill out the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) to apply for most types of financial aid.

The FAFSA checklist is also av:

ailable in Ar



https://www.uaspire.org/resources/financial-aid-resources
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTzcK0oOtWvhVJh1xw0b2gQ

Additional Financial Aid Virtual

u%‘s{)%!];gssongoing financial aid events throughout the year on topics
such as:

Affording College 101

FAFSA

CSS Profile

Next Steps Post-FAFSA
Financial Aid Offer Review
Summer Financial Aid Steps

Scan the QR code for upcoming events and registration links, or
email studentsupport@uaspire.org for more information



https://www.uaspire.org/News-Events/Virtual-Financial-Aid-Help-Events
mailto:studentsupport@uaspire.org

Reach out to Y
uAspire

For students and families looking for
further financial aid support, send us a
message at studentsupport@uaspire.org!

We can offer:

e Answers to questions
e Resources

e Personalized advice

For counselors and practitioners, check
out our in-depth training resources
here: uaspire.org/solutions/training



mailto:studentsupport@uaspire.org
http://uaspire.org/solutions/training

Please complete this
brief survey



Questions
o

a




Thank you!

u-aspire



